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TRANSMmiXG 

THREE TREATIES ESTABLISHING MARITIME BOUNDARIES r 
THE TREATY ON MARITIME BOUNDARIES BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED MEXICAN 
STATES, SIGNED AT MEXICO CITY, MAT 4, 1978 (EX. 
96-1); THE MARITIME BOUNDARY TREATY BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF 
VENEZUELA, SIGNED AT CARACAS ON MARCH 28, 1978 
(EX. G, 96-1) ; AND THE MARITI^IE BOUNDARY AGREE- 
MENT BETW^EEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
THE REPUBLIC OP CUBA, SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, DE- 
CEMBER m 1977 (EX. H, 96-1) 




Ja::?uary 23 , 19T9. — Treaties were read tlie iirs^t time and, togetlier with the 
aec^>nlp^lnying paper referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

and ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



Tjik IVjiite House, Jayatcu y IB^ 197S. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transniit liemwitli, for tlic^ advice and conspiit of the Senate to 
ratification, three treaties establi^shinr^ maritime bonndaries : the Treaty 
on Maritime Bonndarios between the United States of America and 
the United Mexicn]i States, signed at Mexico City on May 4, 1978; 
the Maritime Boundary Treaty between the Li^nited States of Ajiicrica 
and the Eepublic of Venezuela, si^^ned at Caracas on Marcli 28, 1978 ; 
and the Maritime Boundary A^rreenient between the United States of 
America and the Republic of Cnba, signed at IVashin^^ton, Decem- 
ber 16, 1977. 

These treaties are necessary to delimit the continental shelf and 
overlapping claims of jurisdiction resulting from the establishing 
of a 200 nautical mile fishery conservation zone otl' the costs of the 
United States in accordance with tlie Fishery Conservation aiid Man- 
agement Act of 1976, and the establishment of 200 nautical mile zones 
by these neighborinfr coujitries. 

The treaty with Mexico establishes tlie ma ri time boundary lietAveen 
the United States and Mexico for the area between twelve and two 
hundred nautical miles off the coasts of the two countries in the Pacific 
Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. In this regard, it supplements the Treaty 
to EesolvG Pending Boundary Diifcrenees and ^Maintain the Eio 
Grande and Colorado Eiver as the International Poundarv l>etween 
tlie United States of America and the United Mexican States, signed 
at Mexico November 23, 1970, which establishes maritime boundaries 
out to twelve nautical miles off the respective coasts. The treaty with 
Venezuela establishes the maritime lioundarv between the two coun- 
tries in the Caribbean Sea, between Puerto Rico aiul the U,S. Vii /dn 
Islands and Venezuela where the 200 nautical mile zones overlap. The 
treaty with Cuba establishes the maritime boundary between the two 
countries in the Straits of Florida area and the eastern Gulf of Mexico 
where the 200 nautical mile zones overlap, 

I believe that these treaties are in tlie United States interest. They 
are consistent with the United States interpretation of international 
law that maritime boundaries are to be established by agreement in 
accordance with equitable principles in the light of relevant geographic 
circumstances. They will facilitate law enforcement activities, and 
provide for ceitainty in reaoni'ce development* 

I also transmit for the information of the Senate the report of the 
Department of State with respect to each of these treaties. 

I recoimnend that the Senate ^^ive early consideration to these treaties 
and advice and consent to their I'atification, 

Jimmy Cakti:]!. 

(ni) 



LETTER OF SUBMITTAL 



Department of State, 

Washington, December 27^ 1978. 

The President, 
The White Home. 

The President : I have the honor to sijbmit to 3rou, ivith a view to 
the transmittal thereof to the Senate for its advice and consent to 
ratification, the Maritime Boundary Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Republic of Venezuela^ signed at Caracas on 
March 28, 1078. The Treaty establishes the maritime boundaiy be- 
tween the United States and Venezuela in the area where 200 nautical 
mile zones established from both coasts overlap* 

The establishment of a 200 nautical mile fishery conservation jsone 
oti tlie coasts of the United States, including Puerto Kico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, pursuant to the Fishery Conservation and INfan- 
a^^ement Act of 1976, and of a 200 nautical mile zone off the coast of 
Venezuela, created the need for agreement on maritime boundaries 
in order to avoid enforcement problems and to provide for certainty 
in the development of resources in the area where such 200 nautical 
mile zones w^ould overlap. 

After a preliminary exchange of views through diplomatic clninnels 
in early 1978, negotiations were held in Washington on March 13 and 
14, 1978, at which time the text of an agreement w^as developed. During 
these discussions the tw^o countries referred to the delimitation prin- 
ciples of the 1958 Geneva Convention on tlie Continental Sholf to 
which the T>ited States and Venezuela are both parties, and the 
criteria set forth hy the International Court of Justice in the North 
Sea Oontinental Shelf Cases, The agreement was signed by Secretary 
Vance and FoT tngn Minister Consalvi on the occasion of the Presi- 
dent's visit to Caracas on March 28 j 1978* 

The operative portion of the treaty consists of six articles* 

Article I provides that the sole purpose of the treaty is to establisli 
the location of the maritime boundary between the two countries. 

Article TI sets ojit the specific geographic coordinates which define 
the maritime lx>undary. This maritime boundary is approximately 
299 nautical miles in length, and consists of twenty -two segments. Its 
easternmost point is an agreed tri] unction point!! approximately 67 
nautical miles from Dutcli, Venezuelan, and United States (St, Croix) 
territory. The turning points are negotiated points along the course 
of the bomidary. The w^esternmost point of the boundary will be de- 
fined, in accordance wdth a formula set forth in the Article, wdien the 
maritiine boundary between the United States and the Dominican 
Republic is estublished. The maritime boundary described in Article 
II is a negotiated boundary developed on the basis of equitable prin- 
ciples in light of the relevant geograpliic circumstances. 
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Article III provides that the coordinates forth in Article II have 
been determined by reference to the 1927 Xorth American Datum 
and the Clarke 1866 ellipsoid. Also. Article ill notes the annexation 
of DMAHTC chart 25000 depicting the maritime bonndary, but em- 
phasizes that tlu^ chart is for illustrative purpose only. 

Ai'ticle IV describes the legal effect of the Jiiaritimc boundary. 
It provides that neither coujitry shall claim or exercise for any jjur- 
pose sovereim rights or jurisdiction over the waters or seabed and 
subsoil on the other country's side of the maritime boundary. Arti- 
cle IV also contains a dibul aimer which makes clear that a^rreement 
on the maritime boundai-y does not constitute I'eco^nition of the juris- 
diction that the other country may claiTin to exercise in the delimited 
area beyond t]iat otherwise recognized b}^ each country. In this con- 
nection the United States and Vcnc^zuela maintain different positions 
concerning the breadth of the territorial sea and the miture of juris- 
diction that may be exercised wit! i in the 200 nautical mile zone. 

Article V calls for direct nogotiatioTis iK^tweoTi the t\vo govern- 
ments in tho event of a dispute concerning the interpretation or ap- 
plication of Iho provisions of the treaty* 

Article VI provides that the treaty will enter into force on the 
da t e o f e:?vch a 11 ge o f i n s t ru ni en t s o f r a t i fi ca t i on , 

I recommend thnt this treaty be transmitted to the Senate as soon 
a s p ossibl e f or i t s a d vice an d co n sent t o r a t i fi ca t i on, 

Kes]>ectfid]y submitted, 

Cyrus Vance. 

1 

Done at Caracas, March 28, 19T8, in two copies, eacli in English 
and Spanish, both texts being equally autlientic. 

For the Government of the United States of America : 




For the Government of the Ke pub lie of Venezuela : 



MARITIME BOUNDARY TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF VENE- 
ZUELA 

Tlie Government of the United States of America and the Gov-i 

emment of tlic Republic of Yencziicla, 
Reaffirming tlie cordial relations between the two countries, 
Conscious of the need to establish a precise and equitable maritime 

boundary. 

Have agreed as follows : 

AkticiiE 1 

The sole purpose of this Treaty is to establish, in accordance with 
international law, the maritime boundary between the United States 
o f Ame rica an d the R ep i ib he o f Venezu el a* 

Article 2 

^ The maritime boundary between the United States of America and 
Venezuela is dctennined by the geodetic lines connecting points 1-22, 
havingthefoUowinscoordinates: 



Lath 




Longitude {west) 


1. 


16"44'49" 


64°01'08" 


2. 


16°43'22" 


64°06'31" 




16"43'10" 


64°06'59" 


4. 


16°49'40" 


(54 "08 '06" 




16°41'43" 


64°10'07" 


6. 


16°35'19" 


64°23'39" 


7. 


16°23'30" 


64°45'54" 


8. 


15°39'31" 


65°58'41" 


9. 


15°30'10" 


66°07'09" 


10. 


15°14'06" 


66°19'57" 


11. 


14°r)5'48" 


66°34'30" 


12. 


14°56'06" 


66°51'40" 


13. 


14°58'27" 


67°04'19" 


14. 


14°;)8'45" 


67°05'17" 


15. 


14°58'.^8" 


67°06'11" 


16. 


14°59'10" 


fi7''07'00" 


17. 


15°02'32" 


67''23'40" 


18. 


15''O5'07" 


67°3G'23" 


19. 


15°10'38" 


68°03'46" 


20. 


isni'oe" 


68°0!>'21" 


21. 


15°12'33" 


68°27'32" 


22, 


IS'lS'ol" 


68°28'56" 
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and along an azimutli of 274*23 degrees true from point 22, in the event 
that the maritime boundary of the United States of America extends 
westward, until the trijunction witli a third State is reached* In no 
case shall this trijunction point be fuither westward than latitude 
15^14'28"X lon^^itude 68°51'44"1V. 

Article 3 

The latitude and longitude of the points descrihed in Article 2 have 
been determined on the 1^27 Xorth American Datum, Clarke 1866 
ellipsoid* 

The maritime boinidary lias, for illustrative purposes onlvj been de- 
picted on nautical chart No. 25000, published by the Ilydrograpliic 
Center, Defense Mapping Agency, Washington, J).C., Sixth Edition, 
February 12, l&T?, which is annexed to and forms an integral part of 
this Treaty, • 

AltTlCliE 4 , 

It is understood by the two Governments that soufli of ilio riiiiritime 
boundary the United States of America shall not, and nortli of the 
maritime boundary the Kepubiic of Vc^nezuela shall not, for any pur- 
pose, claim or exercise f^ovc reign rights or jurisdiction over the waters 
or seabed and subt^oiL The establishment of tliis maritime boundary 
does riot affect or prejiulice in any manner the positions of cither Gov- 
ernment with respect to the sovereign rights or jurisdiction of either 
State, the rules of international law concernini^ the exercise of juris- 
diction over the waters or seabed and subsoil, or any other matter 
relating to the law of the sea* 

Article 5 

Any tlispute concerning; the interpretation or application of the pro- 
visions of this Treaty shall be resolved by direct negotiationrr: between 
the two Governments, 

Ar^e tci^e 6 , 

This Treaty is snbjMbt to ratification in accordance M ith tlie constitu- 
tional procedures of the two States, and will enter into force on the 
date of exchange of instruments of rat ification. 
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